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The Trust was started by Corinne Murphy during her recovery from a severe head injury, when 
she had a vision of African children asking for help - her response was to start the Karibuni 
Trust (with £2.56) as a Registered Charity in March 1995.  The Trust aims to raise awareness 
and money to support projects caring for children in Kenya who live on the streets, in the slums 
and in rural areas of extreme poverty - orphans, runaways or abandoned, supporting 
themselves on the streets by begging, stealing, scavenging or prostitution.  In addition the 
projects are enabling the children’s carers to learn new skills, enabling them to become self-
supporting.  The Trust supports the following projects (all initiated and run by Kenyans) where 
most of the children arrive hungry because there is no food where they live.   
 Tusaidie Watoto Nursery and Kibera Primary Schools Project, Kibera, where 1.2 million people 
live in 9 sq. miles in appalling conditions - no mains drainage, clean water or electricity.  Kibera 
was one of the worst affected places during the post-election violence 
with 5 main-stream churches and adjacent schools gutted.  The small 
mud Methodist Church was saved by the children’s carers who told the 
rioters that this was a church that cared for all from any tribe.  The project 
lost mattresses, sewing machines, new uniforms and shoes, but was left 
standing.  The staff, many of whom live in the slum, have suffered serious 
losses – homes and all possessions - but remain faithfully at work.  
Increased costs of all commodities make life difficult.    Kibera Devastation   
Kawangware Academy, in the Kawangware slum continues to develop and has now reached 
Standard 8 and their 1

st
 candidates for the Kenya Certificate of Primary Education (KCPE) have 

successfully passed and gone to Secondary School.  Karibuni completely sponsors 46 of the 
poorest children.  Here, also,  many were affected by the riots, not least by the influx of refugees 
from Western Kenya and Kibera.  Fee-paying parents are stretched and some children will 
leave. 
At Embakasi Nursery School Karibuni sponsors 20 children at the Nursery and pays 50-75% of 
the cost of uniforms and books for 68 children at Primary School and provides lunch for them.  
The church members pay the balance, with some cost-sharing by parents who are able to 
contribute.   
Peter Kamau is in his last year of training as a carpenter following radical surgery.  His home 
was looted and burnt down and he is now camping in the St Peter’s Methodist Church 
compound, where he is a member and plays the drums with the music group.  
Tharaka Women and Children Welfare Programme in Marimanti has 22 
children in Secondary Schools, 2 in Vocational Training and 20 at 
Primary School.  Kamatungu School, where the project is based is 
achieving better results for the KCPE.  Five youngsters completed 
Secondary School and are hoping to study further – see back page.  The 
women now have a goat project and also continue to make their baskets 
for which we are organising a regular market.   Form IV Graduates & Joyce  
 Maua Methodist Hospital continues to develop the holistic programmes of care and 
empowerment for people affected by HIV/AIDS, providing food for the whole family, drugs to 
treat opportunistic infections, anti-retroviral drugs, school uniforms, books and fees, simple 
wooden homes to replace shacks, micro-finance schemes and small business opportunities.  
Next year one of the tasks for the work party will be improve the nursery classrooms at Maua 
Primary School.  Karibuni Trust is a partner in this programme with other NGO’s .  

     
The Disability Community Centre, also at Maua, is integrating more children with physical, 
mental and hearing disabilities into main stream schools, giving them and their families new 



hope for the future, and developing small self-help business initiatives with carers.  In June the 
work party helped to complete a new classroom for children with special needs at Ncuui Primary 
School.  Karibuni Trust is a partner in this programme with other NGO’s. 
Meru Children's Home  Many of the original 32 children are nearing adolescence and have 
moved into the new hostels.  This has left vacancies for 23 new children who were admitted to 
the cottages in February 2008.  this is a challenge for the Trust and they will need 
approximately £10,000 a year extra support.  Three have completed Secondary School – see 
below.    
Meru Township Programme, based in the Catholic Consolata Mission School (CCM), feeds 
about 76 children 6 days a week.  Most of them are now in school and have been provided with 
uniforms.  Six more are in Vocational Training, and several in Secondary School.  A self-support 
group of women carers is growing food for themselves, and have started a goat project with gifts 
from our Christmas ‘Gifts to share the joy of giving’.  Most of them are HIV+ve and too unwell to 
work long hours, although those who are open about their status can now get free ARV’s and 
together with the improved diet, this is enabling them to live longer. 
The Trust continues to help Mwithumwiru Primary School to feed 450 destitute children, 
including 250 AIDS orphans.  The school has started a Day Secondary School enabling these 
children to continue at school – the Government has now recognised it and is providing 
teachers. 
 Wesley Empowerment Centre, Njoro, now has 72 children in the Nursery 
and Karibuni sponsors 38.  Another 74 children come from Primary School 
for lunch each day.  The project has donkeys and carts and bike taxis with 
which the women and young people are starting small businesses.  The 
borehole is in business - clean water for all around is now available!   
Thank you, Short Cross Methodist Church! 
Upendo Project, Kilifi, a women’s initiative near Mombasa, has a nursery for 25 children - 7 are 
AIDS orphans, and 18 orphaned Primary children who have meals every day.  They now have a 
new building with classrooms, office and kitchen and have started a successful tree nursery to 
raise funds to develop their work with the widows and the growing numbers of children in need. 
Hunajeza Women’s and Children’s Project, Nyalani near Mombasa where the women feed 80+ 
children three days a week.  They have moved from the dilapidated Baptist Chapel to a 
Methodist Church where half the children are fed, they aim to raise enough money for a 
kitchen/dining room. The others go to the home of the group’s secretary where she has built a 
simple shelter for them.   
Secondary Education  The Trust’s first Secondary School graduates have all achieved good 
grades – from Tharaka Daniel got A; Robert C+; Jane B+; Sara and Jane both got B.  From 
Meru Children's Home Maureen got B+, Patrick C+ and Lewis C.   They all hope to continue 
studying! 
 

We are grateful to our partners, especially The Methodist Church in Kenya, where staff and 
volunteers give of their time and energy. 
Thank you to all who are and have been supporting the Trust by raising awareness and money 
in various ways – Nottingham and Derby District Network; North Lancashire District 
Network; Abingdon and Southwick Methodist Churches; Bamford URC, Rochdale; North 
House, Cranleigh School - and many other churches, groups  and individual people. 
STOP PRESS: The news from Kenya has been dire since the elections and children and 
families in most of the following projects have suffered from the violence and unrest.  The 
Kibera project is in the middle of an area of great need and the killing, burning of slum homes 
and abuse and rape of young women and girls has been widespread.  Of the 300 displaced 
families who found refuge in Jamhuri Stadium, 28 of them were from Tusaidie Watoto Nursery 
project.  80% of the nursery children have so far returned to the project, and most of the Primary 
School children are back.  The staff have traced and are supporting those who have not yet 
returned.  At Njoro the families (themselves refugees from earlier tribal clashes) are sheltering 
new refugees in their one room shacks.  Food costs have soared and life is very difficult for 
thousands of people. 



Karibuni Trust has already sent £1,000 to the MCK Crisis Relief Fund, and a larger amount is 
being targeted at the projects where the need is greatest, going direct to the most desperate.  
Many of you responded to the prob lems in Kenya by sending money to be used in the situation 
following the riots when we (Bill and Joy Murphy) visited Kenya from 21 February – 17 March.  
We were ab le to use this money to help with the immediate needs of many who had lost 
everything.  It was a very moving and distressing experience listening to and sharing with 
people who had experienced and witnessed the most horrific acts of violence and hatred, and to 
see their courage and faith as they started all over again - from nothing. 
 


