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Dear Everyone 

Sorry we sent no news from Kenya while we were there – the June 2007 group included one William Patrick 

James Eckford who turned out to be 14 adults’ work!!  Actually he was a little star and kept everyone he met 

happy and active.  So ages on this working party visit ranged from under 2 years to over 81 years, and each 

member played his or her part in the kaleidoscope of activities. 

We arrived in the evening of Friday 01 June and were welcomed by Lindberg Safari drivers and taken to the 

Methodist Guest House in Nairobi where we quickly settled in.  The following day we visited Kibera to see 

the Saturday Programme in action and some had the opportunity to walk around the slum to see for 

themselves where the children in the project come from – as many of you know, a daunting experience.  The 

entire group were impressed by the quality of teaching given by the young volunteer teachers who work with 

the children every Saturday in return for travel expenses only.  We also met Violet Chebet with her mother 

and were able to agree the fees at a more modest Secondary School than the very expensive one she had 

gone to in 2006.  During the two terms violet has been out of school she has gone to the library every day to 

keep up with her classmates, and has been accepted to start in September in Form 2, showing a real 

commitment and determination to learn. 

In the afternoon we were fortunate to have a welcome and introduction to Kenya from the Presiding Bishop, 

Rev Dr Steven Kanyaru M’Impwii.  He was followed by Samuel Mdune, the Rural and Urban Development 

Officer, who gave a very interesting talk about the Methodist Church in Kenya, some cultures and customs in 

Kenya, and then answered questions.  

Sunday we went to church at either Kibera or Kawangware and then to lunch with church members – quite 

an experience for ‘first-timers’.   

Monday we ‘toured’ the remaining projects in Nairobi, starting at Kawangware Academy where the children 

in the first Standard 8 there, are preparing for the KCPE – the two top children, a boy and a girl, are two of 

those sponsored by Karibuni Trust, so we will have at least two more at Secondary School next January.  

Aaron, the Headmaster is now settled well into the school and there are more fee-paying children, though 

still not enough to balance the books.  Karibuni Trust agreed to extend the period of the loan.  Then on to 

Embakasi Nursery and a warm welcome with singing and games with the children, the usual generous 

refreshments, and a visit to some of the children’s homes in the slum there.  Then to Shangilia Mtoto wa 

Africa where the children gave a presentation of dancing and acrobatics – preceded by an impromptu 

showing off on the platform by William, which the Shangilia watoto really enjoyed! 

Tuesday saw the whole group packed and ready to go to Limuru and Njoro.  First I was dropped off at 

Limuru with William – it didn’t seem fair or necessary to take him on a long journey over very poor roads 

for a brief visit to Njoro and then immediately return to Limuru.  Bill stayed at Njoro with six of the group 

and the rest returned to Limuru.  The Njoro group stayed in people’s homes again and this worked very well 

for all of them, although some stayed at what has become known as ‘the ranch’, which meant a long journey 

to pick them up each morning and then to return them in the evening.  They worked with local builders and 

volunteers to build a very large semi-permanent structure which will be a classroom, computer classroom, 

church and community hall (see below left) and also painted the new kitchen, office and storeroom which 

had been built since February. (see below right) 

   



The pump house is now complete and Kenya Power and Lighting was due to go to connect the electricity 21 

June – from then there should be about two weeks work to do before the water is at last running clear and 

clean for the nursery and the local community to use.  There will be an official opening and we are waiting to 

hear the date.  It is difficult for us to really understand the hold-ups and hitches involved in getting such 

projects off the ground, and Short Cross Church in Halesowen whose members raised all the money for this, 

have been very patient – soon there will be great thanksgiving in Njoro! 

     
     The completed pump house       Some of the excited children at  
          Wesley Empowerment Centre  

Meantime in Limuru the other team were helping to build a permanent stone kitchen at the MCK Limuru 

Nursery and Primary School where many of the children come each day with no lunch, where many more 

bring a piece of chapatti or a lump of ugali (maize meal cooked solid with water), and a few bring a 

reasonable lunch with some meat or an egg and some green vegetables.  This group stayed at Brackenhurst 

Baptist Guest House which is very comfortable and in lovely grounds, but we were there during the 

American and International schools long break when they hold summer camps, American style, and take 

over the entire compound.  They were extremely noisy and undisciplined and although we were out most of 

the day, it did cause problems for some of the group.  We felt even more sorry for those who were there for a 

peaceful break from work! 

However, the work went well and when the group left the roof was on and the inside was plastered and we 

left the very good Patrick and his team to finish the job.  In addition money was left by some of the group to 

replace the leaking roofs on some of the classrooms – urgently needed as we witnessed during some very 

heavy rain.  The kitchen will be called ‘Cucu’s (Grandma’s) Kitchen’ in memory of Joy’s and Sue’s Mum. 

                   
Help from the Chairman and Treasurer of the church - - - - - - and from the youngest member of the team! 
 

    
 And the roof was on before the heavens opened!          John went tea-picking with the Chairman. 



For the second week we all joined up at Kaaga where we had another warm welcome from staff and children 

and enjoyed a meal together with our hosts when they came to collect us.  Again the group split into two, 

with Bill taking half to Meru Township Programme where they scrubbed and painted the large room and 

kitchen now used by the programme at the Catholic Consolata Mission School.  The women have had sheds 

built for the goats provided through the Christmas ‘Gifts for the joy of sharing’ scheme – they are delighted 

with the scheme and are working hard to make the project a success. 

The rest of the group went to Muthara, north of Kaaga where they were given a huge task to complete a 

classroom to be used by children with special needs at Ncuui School.  Not an easy job and with few local 

people joining in, we eventually employed 6 local men to come and work with us – this was an interesting 

exercise in man-management with limited shared language!  However, it worked out very well and during 

the two days we spent at Maua Methodist Hospital members of the PTA built a ramp and cleaned the rooms 

ready for the official opening, which came as a surprise to us!.   

Thursday found the group travelling to Maua to spend the first day with the AIDS Orphans Programme and 

we visited two local schools where many of the children are being educated and supported through the 

programme and had the opportunity to meet with some of the children.  Then on to Machungulu where the 

women’s community centre is now in use and is a very impressive and well-furnished building.  The clinic 

hasn’t moved there yet, but is still functioning in the vestry of the local Methodist Church.  The women 

spoke about their lives and work, and sang and danced in their usual enthusiastic and graceful manner and 

different members of our group responded.  Their faith and inner strength are wonderful to see. 

We stayed overnight at the Basin Hotel in Maua and then on Friday spent the day with the Disability 

Community Centre (DCC).  An interesting development is ‘Zoë’s Project’ – training has been given to young 

people with disabilities enabling them to make jewellery, key rings, pictures, beaded food covers, decorated 

gourds, etc.  These are being marketed through the DCC and several of us bought items to sell in the UK.  

There are opportunities here for a good partnership, as with the women who make baskets in Marimanti.  

Then we visited Njui Special School where there have been many improvements since our last visit there two 

years ago – more dormitories and classrooms have been built with the assistance of Plan Kenya.  At Njui 

School we were treated to some very expressive dancing by a group of profoundly deaf children – lovely. 

On our way back to Kaaga we visited Ncuui School where Bill and Joy were asked to open the new Special 

Needs Classroom officially.  During the procedure Bill was made an Elder in the community and dressed in a 

goat skin cloak and hat – it was quite incredible – humbling, moving and funny, too.   

     
  It’s officially open!            A rather bemused Bill becomes an Elder 

    
         Joan and Joy (Ash) varnishing the desks                The whole team! 



The children with special needs also recited and sang for us, and then children from the whole school 

performed some traditional dances and songs.  What a day this was turning out to be – and there was more to 

come! 

When we all finally got back to Kaaga, we went straight to Mwithumwiru Secondary and Primary School 

where we were able to give the head mistress of the Secondary School three boxes of science equipment for 

their new lab.  These gifts were from Lab Aid – a charity based in Amersham which collects, cleans, repairs 

and packs donated science equipment from schools in this country for use in schools in developing countries.  

They were delighted with it and we were taken to see where it will be stored carefully and used in class. 

Then we were treated to a presentation by the pupils from both the Primary and Secondary Schools – 

dancing, reciting and singing.  Following that there was a very moving ceremony welcoming William as the 

boy child of Corinne-‘one of their own staff’, with various presentations of traditional dress for William, 

Corinne and Joy, and traditional stools for the father and grandfather, James and Bill.  We were further 

honoured by being given Meru names, which we treasure. 

The following day half returned to Nairobi and the Methodist Guest House and the rest stayed an extra night 

before going to Samburu for two nights.  Most of the Nairobi group went on to Masai Mara, while William 

kept Bill, Joy and Ria very busy at the Guest House.  Both groups had a wonderful time on safari and 

managed to see most of the animals and birds they had hoped to see. 

This year everyone kept very well, apart from catching the ‘winter cold’ that many people had in Kenya, but 

William caught an e-coli infection and has had severe diarrhoea.  He is under observation by the hospital and 

is now back to his usual cheeky, chirpy self – we are just waiting for a clear stool result, his blood and urine 

tests being normal.  As the incubation period is 3 – 6 days he picked it up during the last week in Nairobi – 

probably at the Giraffe Sanctuary where he had a very exciting time feeding the giraffes.  We thank God that 

he appears to have none of the long-term effects and is making a full recovery. 

We thank God also for the safe journeying in Kenya and the return to UK of the work party after a very 

successful 3½ weeks working and living with Kenyans – experiences that most visitors to Africa are not 

privileged to have.  We are very grateful for the warm and loving hospitality of the Kenyan people and their 

patience and understanding of our funny ways! 

Every blessing 

Love from us both 

Bill and Joy 

 

 


